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9 1 Sierra Moon 2005 Syrah (Fair Play); $40. From this

very high mountain vineyard in the Sierra Foothills

comes this fine, although tannic, 100% Syrah. It certainly
has Northern Rhéne aspirations, in the peppery, leathery
complexities that accompany the blackberry, currant and cedar
flavors. Those aforementioned tannins are big-time, but a slice

of grilled beef will tame them.
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